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Liberia is Africa’s oldest republic and one of just two African countries never
colonized by European rule (the other being Ethiopia). The country is
located on the coast of the Atlantic Ocean and shares borders with Sierra
Leone, Guinea, and Côte D’Ivoire. It has a population of over 5.2 million
people and ranks 178 out of 192 countries in the UN Human Development
Index report from 2021, making it one of the most underdeveloped
countries in the world. 

Liberia was formed in 1824 when the American Colonization Society brought
freed slaves from the U.S. to resettle in Africa. In 1989, a rebellion sparked a
civil war that began in the 90s and lasted until 2003. Then in a 2005 election,
Liberia became the first African country to elect a woman as president. 
The civil war displaced hundreds of thousands of Liberians, wrecked housing
and other infrastructures, tore apart the education system, and further
deteriorated already subpar health conditions. Many schools, hospitals, and
supplies were destroyed or damaged during the war, and unsafe water
conditions were a leading cause of disease during and after the war. The
Ebola virus outbreak from 2014 to 2016 killed more than 4,800 people.
Infant mortality is about 150 per 1,000 births, which is high compared to the
global average of 29. Life expectancy in Liberia, along with neighboring
countries, is some of the lowest in the world. 
About 85% of Liberians are Christian and 12% Muslim. Agriculture is the
leading industry, with forestry and deep sea fishing following. Liberia is also
rich in natural resources and is one of Africa’s leading producers of iron ore. 
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ESTIMATED NUMBER OF PEOPLE LIVING IN MODERN SLAVERY*

59.4/100
VULNERABILITY TO MODERN SLAVERY*

4,499,621
POPULATION*

$1,468
GDP (PPP)*

*Global Slavery Index 2023 data. For more information 
on their findings, visit GlobalSlaveryIndex.org

https://www.britannica.com/place/Liberia
https://hdr.undp.org/data-center/specific-country-data#/countries/LBR
https://hdr.undp.org/data-center/specific-country-data#/countries/LBR
https://www.who.int/data/gho/data/themes/topics/indicator-groups/indicator-group-details/GHO/infant-mortality#:~:text=Globally%2C%20the%20infant%20mortality%20rate,to%204.0%20million%20in%202018.
https://www.who.int/data/gho/data/themes/topics/indicator-groups/indicator-group-details/GHO/infant-mortality#:~:text=Globally%2C%20the%20infant%20mortality%20rate,to%204.0%20million%20in%202018.
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Love Justice International is an NGO
committed to sharing the love of
Jesus Christ by fighting the world's
greatest injustices. 
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https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2016/aug/05/birth-certificate-a-vital-document-many-liberians-have-never-heard-of

